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Approximately 4,000 Honduran Indians marched to Tegucigalpa to demand government protection
of their woodlands and improved infrastructure for their almost totally inaccessible communities.
The march is billed as a major success, since President Carlos Roberto Reina signed a 17-page
accord on July 16 that accedes to the majority of the indians demands. In the first march of such
magnitude in 50 years, thousands of Indians gathered in Tegucigalpa on July 11 to present their
demands to the president and the legislature. Indian groups in Honduras make up approximately
10% of the population and include the Lenca, Xicaque, Pech, Tawanka, Chorti, and Miskito tribes.
The marchers called on President Reina to declare a 30- year logging moratorium in the woodlands
where they live. In addition, members of the Lenca tribe who live in the departments of Intibuca,
La Paz, and Lempira accused vice president Juan de la Cruz Avelar of "plundering" the forests in
their communities and demanded his resignation. An estimated 300,000 hectares of woodland are
cut every year and there are reportedly only 3.5 million ha of forest lands left in the country. The
indigenous leaders argued that indiscriminate and illegal cutting by local and foreign loggers has
decreased the water level in the rivers that supply their communities. These dangerously lowered
runoff and river levels have seriously reduced the generating capacity of Honduras's hydroelectric
plants, leading to frequent power blackouts, at times up to 14 hours a day.
Rather than oppose the indians' demands, President Reina called the march "a wonderful
pilgrimage of justice and liberty" and promised the Indians new roads to link up their communities
to the rest of the country. At present most of the indigenous live in remote areas that are only
accessible by foot or by helicopter. The president also promised the Indians titles to their land,
improved health care, and communication services. In addition, he agreed to review the cases of
several jailed indigenous leaders. Some 20 Indian leaders have been killed over the last five years
while many more have been arrested, generally in disputes over the lands they occupy.
Despite the overwhelming success in achieving the Indians' demands, the march was marred by
some violent incidents. Six Lenca Indians were wounded by two men who attacked the victims with
machetes during a mass that had been held in the Indians' honor and which was attended by the
president.
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